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Should young (male) drivers be charged with higher insurance?


It is common knowledge that teenaged drivers, especially men from 16 to 19 are at the highest risk for auto collisions.  When I researched on line I found that 36% of teen deaths are related to motor vehicle accidents.  Teen drivers are less mature and careless; they have no idea how dangerous it really is to drive, and more willing to fall into peer pressure than adults.  These three things make teenagers more hazardous drivers, and their parents and the law enforcement should monitor them closely.  Because they are such a danger on the road, young drivers should pay more, and gradually pay less as they become more experienced and less likely to succumb to peer pressure.  


When a parent hands a 16 year old a new car for their birthday, it is almost like handing them a gun with only one bullet in it Teen’s in the sixteen to nineteen year old category are very inexperienced in life and tend to be careless.  Carelessness is most common during the teen years.  Statistics show that teenagers are very careless when driving, and that causes many accidents.  Teenager carelessness in driving can range from not wearing seatbelts to driving too fast because they think its cool.  If teenagers were not careless they would already be adults.  They do not have the life experience enough to be able to make unemotional, split decisions when driving.  


Of course teens see the news, and also know that driving can be and is dangerous, yet they cannot fully understand that concept until they have experience on the road.  Some states already have and are proposing restricted drivers license for teens.  It seems to work on a tiered system, which involves the parents, as the teen driver’s experience grows, so does the privileges.  By allowing the new driver limited time on the road in the beginning they will learn the dangers slowly.  Usually it takes one scare, and hopefully not a major accident for the new driver to learn how dangerous driving really can be.  One does not know how scary it can be to skid out of control until they feel that for themselves for the first time.  Studies show that the more driving practice a teen spends with their parents in the car, the better drivers they become.

Peer pressure haunts all youth, the sixteen to nineteen year olds especially.  In television and movies today, fast cars and living dangerously is attractive.  Teen’s are peer pressured more these days because it is cool to drive fast and be cool.  Parents I think are even affected by peer pressure, I see more sixteen year olds in brand new ford mustangs these days than old beat up hand me down cars.  Parents these days are succumbing to the peer pressure of their own kids and allowing them to drive better cars then the parents themselves tend too.  As a parent I can see how we want better for our children than we had for ourselves.  I don’t think that parents realize the damage that does to the egos of the teens.  If parents are succumbing to the peer pressure and buying their kids brand new sports cars; of course the children will follow, and drive fast and recklessly because it is cool.  


In conclusion, it may seem like a hardship to the youth of the world to pay higher insurance rates, but since they are a big percentage of on the road accidents, they need to be held accountable.  Looking back in retrospect, it makes one more responsible in life to be held accountable in youthful years.    Driving can be dangerous, teens don’t under stand that fact until they have some run in with a near accident, hopefully not a serious one.  Teens need to know that by being more conscientious, skilled and sensible drivers, the quicker their insurance rates will go down as they mature.

